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Wonhy-Merrigon Site

Location--3 miles south of Hardin in
Calhoun Count;r

Arch eologi st-in-charge--\Iernon Wetterst en
Land Owner--Alfred Schleeper

The Worthy-Merrigan Site was named many
years ago by a University of Michigan sur-
vey team. I t  is a vi l lage si te of the
lJersey B1uff people and is located at the
point where a smaIl secondary valley
drains out of the hills of Calhoun and
enters the lll inois Valley. This big vil-
lage was built on an elevated terrace and
sl:ows evidence of a long occupat ion.

This village dates again to the same per-
iod as Jane Buikstrars He1ton Sj- te or Hor.
1 at Koster (namely 800-I2CO A.D. )  This
si te is located almost di-rect ly across
the riv.er valley from the I{elton Si-te.
0n the east s ide Jane wi l l  be workinq on
the mortuary evidence of malnutrition,
disease, arthr i t is,  environmental  stress
on the body, etc. ,  and on the west s ide
of the river valley Vernon will be work-
ing on diet, envirorunent, availability of
resources etc.  these 2 si tes are conpl i -
mentary and rnayr be joined together for
anal;'rsi5.

Hocker Site
Locat ion--? mi les sout i t  of  Koster Site
Archeoloqist-in-citarge--Gregor;i Perino
Land Orvrner--Iirs. i^i.I '. Hacker

Hacker Si te is located 7 mi les south of

l ,oster on top of the bluff .  This si te j -s

both Hopewel l  anC Jersey Bluff .  (Hopewel l

100 B.C. to 400 A.D. and Jerse:/  Bluff  800
A.D. to 1200 A.D,) .  This s i te is the area
assigned to the adult  archeologj-cal  f ie ld
schools.  Five I  week adult  f ie ld schools

lwere in session on that s i te th is snr ing
and digriine will continue throuqh June
and Ju11'. The adults are aidinq in the
conservat ion of archeological  information
which is beinq destroyed niecemeal by
cur iosi ty seekers.  The ent i re s i te is
pocked with hoIes, and hunan bones and
unwanted debris have been dumled on t,he
surface, Ief t  by r t t reasurett  hunters who
care nothing about the valuable infonna-
tion fhe;r are destrol;ing.

Crone Villoge Site

Locat ion--East of Kane, I l l inois
Archeologist-in charge--Ken Farnsrr,orth
Land Owner--Donald Crane

This Hopewel l  ViLlage Site ( ]00 B.C.-400
A.D.)  is  located on a terrace 9 srni les
A.D. )  is iocaled on a terrace 9 noi les or
so up lhe l';acoupin Va11ey from its mouth.
One of lhe major purposes of our arche-
olog3' program is to undersiand the way of
Iife of any culture we dig and how lhe
people were gearinq themselves to their
environment. One of the thines about
Hopewel l  c iv i l izal ion, on which so nn:ch
ink has been spi l led b;r  ourselves and
others as we1l,  is that Hopewel l  cul ture
has been thoueht to be an exelr :s iveJ' . '  b ig
river valle..'r phenomenon. l 'en trarnsworth
did a survetr of  the l ' laeourjn t /al le. '  in
1969 and in the ent ire 70 r i le lensth of
th is val lev loeated 9 l jonewel l  Si tes.  of
which fhe Crane Site i"s but one. Fle chose
this nart i .cular s i te to exeavate t reeause:
it si"rorrs littIe or no evidence of an.'' '
other cul ture on the si te exce-t  Honewel l ;
i t  is located on an elevated te: ' r ;ee on
the south side of } iacounin Creek, 10 mi les
fron the rnouth of i,-here Macounin Valley
enters I l l inois [al le; , ' ;  th is area was
broken out of tirnber only 4 years ago and
Fir. Crane has plowed onl;r a few inches
deep so there is l i t t le disturbance, The
ent ire f  acre si te is located out in a
plowed fietd where it can be sutve;'ed and
excavated; there is l i t t le agr icul lural
disturbance; and this extraordinarily well
preserved Hopewell corrnunity Site i,s Io-
cated many miles away frora the normal 1o-
cat icn of Hopewel l  v i l lages.

?hese secondary val le; 's of fer a less plush
enviror,ment with less food available, and
we never gave a thought to thern being up
tl:ese seconCary valleys until Farnsworthts
sunreir .  Ken is interested in discovering
wh;,' these oeonle l*ere in this particular
localion. Was it onI., a hunting narty or
did the wl'ole qrour) eone? Dirl lhe:r live
fhere for  a season and tren nove back to
ihe 11l inois.  VaI le:r? i {as f l ' , . is 

'a dauql ' ter
conrnunit.'r 'fornned h:r a budclins-off br
hivins-off  to forn a new vi l laqe from a
narent ccmnnunitJ 'af ter  a cenf l ic t? The
deeplrr  stained soi l  of  the si t .e sugeests
a rather lonq occunat ion,
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'r ' lhat nil1 archeologists find in Hor. L2
at the bottom of thls hole?

Photo by D.R. Baston

Koster $te
Location--)a niles south of Eldred, IL
Archeologist-in-charge--Gail H ouart
Land 0wner--Theodore Koster

The goal of the t74 season at the Koster
Site is to lower the ground water table
to at least 3l+ or 35 feet and hold it down
by continuous punping while we expend a
major effort to stud;r t{or. 1I and possibly
Hor.  12.

Hehon Slte
Locat ion--2'rni les sout i i  of  Koster Site
Archeologist-in-charge--Jane Buikstra
Land Owner--Harlan Helton

The Helton Qemetery Site is Late Woodland
(between 800 A.D. and 12OO A.D.) ,  dat ing

basical ly to the period of Hor, I  at Kos-
ter. fn fact the hwnan remai-ns from the
Helton Site nay specificall;r be the re-
malns of some of the people who lived in
Hor. 1 t imes at Koster. The Koster ceme-
tern'on the bluffs above the Koster Site
and the Helton Cemetery are the 2 blggest
in the area so it  wouldnrt be surprising
if the people were either Kosterlans, oi
the l{osterianst fr iends or adversaries.

The value of the site is that it dates
to the period right after the Honewell-
decli.ne. Jane Buikstra, osteoi-ogy spec-
ialist, is interested in documenting any
physical evj-dence fron the skeletons of
the people of what nnight have happened
to cause the l-lopewell decline. 'nas it
partly diet or nutrition? The site reo-
resents a total population of Late Wood-
land or Jersey Bluff culture and may show
signs of stunted grouth, evidence of re-
tarded bone gro'r'th, etc.

Gordens0f-l(ompsviile Slte
Location--Kampsville
Archeologist-in-charge--Steve Noble

Inrr.edia+"el;'r norLh of the KampsvilLe Roof-
ing Supply along highway 100, the North-
western Archeological Program purchased
4 lots for the purpose of building an ar-
tifact repositorl'. This building will be
60 x 100 feet and wil} have parking space
on the front of the property. 'rie find
ourselves faced with ' the same nandate that
we usually initiate when we discover a
bui lding project that wi l l  destroy arche-
oloqical j-nformation. this time we are
the ones who wi l l  be destroldng archeol-
ogical lnformation when our buildine
project is in i t iated because i t  turns out
that almost the entire village of Kamps-
ville is the site of a Hopewell village
(fOO e.C.-40C A.D.)  onto which nodern man
has built his own village. So we are dig-
ging our own sl te before we destroy l t
and also avai lable vegetable garden si tes,
etc. ltiany private collections in Kamps-
ville contain artifacts turned up in veqe-
table qardens, bui lding excavat ions, road
work,  etc.
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Studenfs irom 122 Schools Porticipote In The
1974 Northwesfern Archeologicol Field School

A major goal of the Koster Expeoition that
is seldom discussed ls to introduce as
many students as possible to field arche-
ology. In the sunmer of l97l+ students f
frcn 56 high schools and 66 colleges will
participate in the Northwestern Archeolo-
gical Field School. fwenty-five per cent
more schools are represented in the 1974
Field School than in the field school a
year before. the Northwestern Archeolo-
gical Fie1d School allows any student from
sophomores in high sehool and beyond to
enroll in the Northwestern University Sum-
mer Session in order to take the excava-
tion and laborator:r courses in archeology.
Therefore all students in the 1974 sutmler
field school, who are ln their sophonore
year of high school or beyonC, are en-
rolled at Northwestern and will receive
credit for Northwestern archeology courses.
All of these courses are tausht in Kamps-
vi1le. The Foundation for ILlinois Arch-
eology, which co-sponsors the archeologi--
cal program with Norbhwestern Unlversityo
nnaintains 22 pernanent laboratory build-
lngs and dorrn houses in Kampsville.

The following is a list of the schools
fron whi.ch students in the 1974 Field
School have come and ttre number of stu-
dents from each.

High Schools
Abington (Pennsylvania) High School,

North (I)
Arl ington (onio) High School I
Erookfield (Wisconsin) East High School I
Byron Junior High School (Shaker Heights,

Ohio) I
Calhoun County l{igh School I
Cary Grove t{igh School (Cari', IL) I
Cheltenhan (Pennsylvania) High School I
Universit;'r of Chicago Laborator;'r School I
Clevetand Heights (Oirio) High School I
Columbus (Otrio) Schoo1 for Cirls 1
Concord-Carl is1e l{ igh School (Concord,

Iulassachusetts ) I
Cornell  (I l l inois) t t igir School
J.D. Darnall  High School (Geneseo, 11) I
Elgin Academy I
Elmira Free ,Academy (fUira, New York) I
Evanston Twn. High Schoo1 (Evanston, 11) 4
Glenbard West High School (Cten E11;m, IL) I
Glenbrook (IL) ttorth High School 2
Glenbrook (Ii,) South High School 2
Great Neck (New York) Hish Schoo1 I

4.

Haruard (f l l incis) t t igt l  School 1
Irnaculate Concel:t ion High School (ffm-
hurst, fL) 1
Kirkwood (Missouri) High School 2
Lake Forest (fL) Hlqh School 1
Loornls-Chaffetr Schoo1 (Hartford, Conn. ) I
l ' lc0luer Senior High School (Florissant,

Missouri) I
l , larquette Hiqh School (Godfre", 11) 1 -
l lather High School (Mittord, Conn. ) 1
l"loline (fl) Hfgir School 1
New 1'rist East Hieh. Ser:ool (Glencoe, It) /*
New Tri-er West Hi.eh School ('riinetka, IL) 2
North Shore Countr;r Day Sehool (l,rinnetka,

11) 2
Paruia (otrio) High School 1
Pekin (fl) Community High School I
Phillips lxeter A.cademy (Exeter, N.H. ) I
Potosl (Wisconsin) Higir School t
Regina Dominican i{igh School ('vli}nette,

+r\  1
LL) r

Renbrook School (Hart ford, Conn. )  I
Rich Township High School, East (Park

Forest,  IL) 1
Rippowam High School (Star:iford, Conn. ) I
Roxboro Junior High School (Cleveland

l{eight s,  Ohio) 1
$haker Heights High School (Si^.aker Heights,

Ohio) 2
St.  Charles l i igh School ( IL) 1
St.  l r iar: / rs 'Academy (Nauvoo, fL) l -
Streator High School  (Streator,  IL)  I
Universi ty Clty i i igh School (St.  Louis,

l.io) I
Universi ty of f l l inois Hiqh School

(Urbana, rL) I
Upper Arl lnqton I" l ish School (Co1':mbus,

0h1o) 1
'rrfachunir tii l ls Hish Sehool ('r'.;a:ren, New

Jerselr)  1
Birch 'uvalLl ' .er I { ieh Schoo1 (New York,

t r tv\ ' l
r{ .  r .  /  L

'y , iarren High School ( l rJqrren, N.J.)  I
'rriashburne Junior l{igh Schrol (Winr:etka,

rL) I
lvest Leyden High

rL) 2
Ii, 'estmont Hilltop

School (Frankl in Fark,

iiigh School (Johnstown,
Penn. ) I

Windsor High School (lriind'sor, Conn. ) I
lrJissahickon High School (Noruistown, FA) I

COLLEGI5
Universidaa-G-liF,q,meri-cas ( Cholula,

I'Iex. ) I
American University (liashington D.C.) I
Arizona State University (Tempe, Ariz.) I
Augustana College (Rock Island, IL) I
Bradford Junior College (l tass.) 1



Bradley t jniversity (Peoria, I t) 1
Brigham Young University (l'rovo, Utah) 1
University of British Colunbia 1
Brown University (Providence, R.I. ) 1
Universi-ty of California (Berkeleyr CaI. ) I
Calvin CoIIege (Grand Rapidsr Mich.) I
Carleton College (Northfield, l,Iinn. ) I
University of Chicago (fL) 1
Colby College (Waterville, I,laine) I
Connecticut College (New London, Conn. ) I
Cornell College (Itount Vernon, Iowa) I
Cornell  Universlt, : /  (I thaca, N.Y. ) 2
Drake University (Des luioines, Iowa) 1
College of DuPage I
Edinboro (Penn. ) State College 1
Elgin (U,) Conrnunity College 1
Florissant Valley (tqo. ) Cornmunity

College 1
Franklin Pierce College I
Gari lan 0o11ege (Gilro;;,  Sa1if.) I
IJnlversi|r of Georgia (Athens, 3a.) 1
I l l inois College (Jacksonvil le, IL) 1
University of I l l inois (Chicago Circle) 3
Indiana Unlversity (nloominqton, Indiana) 10
Upper lowa College (Fayette, Iowa) 1
Knox College (Galesburg, IL) 2
Lake Forest College (Lake Porest, IL) 2
Laney College (Oaktand, Cahf . ) I
Laurence University (Appleton, Ir, ' isc.) 2
Lewis & Clark Community College (goa-

frey, IL) 1
University of London (Institute of Arche-

ology) (London, Hngland) I
Universit:'r of Louisville (Ken. ) I
l iaealester College (St. Paul, Minn.)1
IiacMurray College (Jacksonville, IL) 1
Maryland Institute of Art (Baltimore,

Maryland) I
Southern lvietliodist Universitl' (Da11as,

Tex. ) I
St. I ' iaryrs College (Notre Dame, Ind.) 2
Unlversity of llichigan (Ann Arbor, Hlch. ) 6
Michigan State Unj-versity (East lansing,

Mich. )  1
$Iichigan Technological University (Hough-

ton, I'Iich. ) I
Middlebury College (UiaClebury, Ver.) I
Ivlonmouth College (Ilonmouth, IL) 1
Newcomb College (Tulane Universit;r) (New

Orleans, Louisiana) 1
Universit.v 6f trfew Mexico (AlbuErero^ue, N.

I'lexico) I
Unlversity of New Orleans (Louisiana) 1
City Univergity of New York (Richnond Col-

lege) ( t r t .y. ,  N.Y. )  I
Northwestern Unlversity (Evanston, IL) L9
University of Notre Dame (Ind:-ana) 3
Pomona College (Claremont, Ca1if.) 1
Miss Porterrs School (farmington, Conn. ) 2

Collece of Racine (Wisconsin) 1
Radcl l f f  Col lese (CambriCge, Mass.) 1
Sangamon State Universi ty (Snrin<f ield,

rL) 1
St. Louis Universiti' (l'tissouri) 1
Southern l l l inois Universit; '  (Carbondale,

rL) r-
Union Graduate School (Ch1caqo, IL) 1
h'ashington State Unive:'sity (lu1lman,

Washinqton) I
Tdashington University (5t. Louis, Mo. ) I
Webster CoIIege (Webster Groves, l'{o. ) 2
tiisconsin State Universit;r (Eau Claire,

Wisconsin) I
YaIe University (Neu Haven, Conn. ) I

long Awoired De-Wotering System Now A Reofity

Koster Horizon 11 is potential ly the
ri-chest and best preserved conmunity
ruin of any in the Koster Site, but pre-
viously has been impossible .to di-g, ex-
cept i-n small test so;rares, because of
the water problem. Horizon 1I lies large-
Iy below the water table and when we dig
a square into this area water oozes out
of the w-alls, eventually causing thern to
slunp and greatly increasing the danger
of cave in.

The de-watering system, designed by Drs.
Keros Cartwri-ght and Frank Sherman of the
I11. Geological Sunrey, consists of a
series of 6 weils drilled by the Alton
WeIl Drilling Co. to a ciepth of 40 feet.
These vrells, located along the north and
east walls of the Koster main trench have
been drilled into a sand layer whj-ch drains
well. , punps with float valves punp the
water out of the wells as it builds up and
empties it into a nedrby spring branch,
thus intercepting the ground water table
maving down through the sand layer fron
the upper elevations to the west and north
and intercepting the water before i-t  gets
to the excavation.

ft has been rather diffi"cult to judge
the probable efficiency of these wells
iue to the above average rainfall this
spring which has dumped copious quanti-
ties of water directl;r into the huge
excavation. Preliminary evidence sug-
gests that the s.ystem will indeed tem-
porarily lower the ground water table
when the heavy rains cease.
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The Koster Site as l t  looks during the cuiet winter months. t rhoto b) '  D.R. Baston
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The I9?4 season starts and the dirt besins to f1y aqain. Photo by D.R. Baston



And Why The Koster Site ls Importont

Dr. Stuart  Struever,  l lorthwestern Unj--
versi ty ?rofessor of Antnropology has
organized archeolog}' expediflons to the
Lower l l l inois Val ley since L959. In
1968 he was pursuaded to vis i t  the Kosler
farnr by iiarlan flelton, local artifact
col lecLor,  who l ives next to the Koster
fam. This small well-protected valley,
strewn urith poltery fragments cf the Jer-
sey tsIuff Culture, seemed ideal for hun'an
habitation and indeed had even been cho-
sen by one of the very early Greene County
pioneers--as evj-denced by the old stone
house sti-ll standing in this valley.
Stmever speculated that older art i facts
lay below the surface.

In 1969 Stn:.ever conducted test excava-
tions proving that older cultures did in
fact underl ie the surface'  A smal l  crew
returned in 1970--in 1971, L9'/2, and L973
major expedit ions were orqanj-zed.

rie now know that the Site has at least 12
culture la;rers all neatl;, ' separated by
Ia;rers of ster i le soi l  washed from the
bluffs rrhen t l :e si te was tenporar i l ; r  un-
occupied. This la. . , rcr cake of c iv i l iza-
t ion dates f rom about 6rC00 B.C. to about
1 a.1/ \  r

L<VV i i .  D.

Three things nake the Xosfer Site a unicue
and valuable siLe. One, many cultures have
Iived in one spot, giving us a chance to
study thei-r  di f ferences. I \ , to,  fhere is a
high level of  preservat ion of the more
fragile artifact, planL and anj-mal remains
in every Ievel.  Three, the unusual inter-
bedding of culLural  mins with ster i le
soil allows each rui-n to be studieci as a
separate entity rather than a mixture of
rnany mins.

The riost imporLant di-scoveries nade in the
sumner of L)73 were the renains of prehis-
tor ic houses. Dat ing to 420C 3.C. '  ihe
houses are the earl iest habitat ions yet
discovered in North Aneriea. They pre-
date by U00 years the ancient dwelllngs
discovered at Koster Site in l9?2.

Are You A ilew Subscriber
Here ls A CaPsule HistorY

To IARIY tlAN?
0f The Koster Sile

16 lobs To Anolyze Evidence From 6 Sites

Scatterbd tnroughout Kampsville are 16
labs--Central Data Processing, Computor,
Human Osteology, Zoplogy, Koster Faunal,
Late Woodland Fauna1, Botany, Pollent
Koster Li thi-cs, Koster Coordinat ing,
Hacker Site, Worthy-I"lerigan Site, Gardens-
of-Kampsville, Crane Site, iulalacologyt
Flotaiion. We plan to do articles on solne
of these labs during the sulnmer newsletter
Seasonr

l{ew Shop To Open In Konpsville
Visi tors to the nuseum in Kampsvi l le wi l l
want to visit the Earl;,' l ian si.:p, which
wi l l  be onen soon, direct l ; - .  across the
street fron the nuseun:. Proprietess
Carol St i tzer plans to stock arts-and-
crafts-of-the-world articles--canoe pad-
dles from Easter Is land, Navairo blanxets,
fndian jewelry both old and new, replicas
of Egyplian jewelryr Inca naLerial, an-
tique duck decoys, Ar;rish ogi-lts, and nat-
ural  specimens. ?he si lop wi l l  be open
uol JJ .

Jr. liigh students
ville in July to
dig.

will arrive in Kamis-
begin their  two week

Photo by D.R. Baston
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TAKE-ALONG MAP TO HELP YOU PLAN YOUR TRIP TO THE KOSTER SITE.
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A Speciol Invitotion - Visit The Koster Site

VISTTOR INFORMATTON

You may vis i t  the Koster Si te,  1o-
cated about 5b mi les south of  u l -
dred, f l l .  on the Grafton blacktop
road, dny day of  the week. Gai l
L.  Houart ,  now in her 7th f ie ld sea-
son with the f l l .  Va1ley archeologi-
ca1 program, is in charge of  excava-
t ions at  the Si te.  Guided tours are
avai lable f rom 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Mon-
day through Saturday. Tours on Sun-
day are f rom 10:30 a.m. unt i l  5 p.m.
Wed. is the crew's dalz of f  but  tours
are st i I1 avai lable.

The Kampsvil le Archeoloqical- Mus-
eum, located in Kampsvi l le,  T11.,
is open dai ly f rom 9 a.m. t i1 l  5
p.m. Guides are present to expl-
ain the exhibi ts and answer sues-
t i -ons.

There is no charge to v is i t  the
Site or the museum.

TRIP TTPS

A car is essent ia l .  St .  Louis is a
major air  terminal .  Af ter  arr iv ing
at St.  Louis you may rent a car and
from there i t  is  a 90 minute dr ive
to the Koster Si te.  I f  you plan to
dr ive. f rom the Chicago area, plan
about 6 to 6L hours of driving t ime.
The Koster s i te is s i tuated 5L mi les
south of  Eldred; ancl  there are s igns
to guide you.

Places to stay in the immediate area
are few. They include the Hardin
Hotel  in Hardin,  9 mi les south of
Kampsvi l le,  the Sierra Motel  in Car-
rol l ton,  15 mi les west;  Hol iday Inn,
Dunlap Motor Inn, Sandman, Star-
Light,  a l l  in Jacksonvi l le,  50 mi les
north;  Flamingo, Travelodge, and
Strat ford Hote1 in Al ton 30 mi les
south.  The Pere Marquette State
Park,  Grafton, IL is 20 mi les south'
of fer ing cottages and campsites.
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FRIENDS OF THE KOSTER TXPEDITION

In L973 more than 5rQN prlvate indiviouals, companies, banks and foundations provided

6,& of the budget oi ttre Koster Expedilion. Membersi:ips in the Foundation for Illinois
Archeolo,gr, which shares the sponsorship of the hoster Expedit ion with Northwestern
univers5-ty, range froni $J.00 to strc00 and are tax deductible.

Members receive the @]g luian neusletter detailing proqress of tne expeoition (5 issues)

and are notifieo of Sl6falSctivities, such as l,iemberst lfeekend and archeology labora-

tory open tiouses. Contributing liiembers, Sponsors, and Benefactors receive all special
publications issued by the expedition.

To renew your membershi-p or become a new mernber, send your donaLion to The Koster
Expedition, Kampsvi-Ile, Illinois 62053. Iuiake ctiecks payable to the Founciatlon for

fllinois ArcheologY.

FRTEND OF KOSTER ($r) 
-CoNTRTBUTTNG 

l'm'!gER (*25) .rXPE0rrrON spcNSOR ($roo1

EXpEDITIOI,I BENIFACTOR ($250) _FCUNDT.?ICN PATR0N ($I,000)

NAME

ADDRESS
I I I I I I I I I I I ITI I I I I I I I I I ITTI I I I I I I I I I I I I I I

Group fourc Welcome

fo arrange for a tour of the Koster Site
and the Kaunpsville Archeoloqical }luseum
for your club or orqanizat ion, wri te:
Ir{ iss 'Roxanna Siefer,  } ' lorthwestern Arche-
ological  Frogram, Kamnsvi l le,  I l l inois
52C53, or phone: 6L8-553-l+525. 'l.rhi1e
there is no charqe for group tours l t  is
suqrested that the qroun consider r .akinq
a dcnat ion to the FounCation ror l lUnois
Archeology to 'e lp maj-ntain the guide
nroqram.
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A special thank .',,rou to lvlrs. I\iarie
Moore, !1attoon, f l l inois,  for the

Armchair Archeologist drawing.
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